
Inspiration:    “When people talk, listen completely.”  

-Ernest Hemingway 
       

Boulder Junction Candidate Forum 
for April 7 Election 
Thursday, March 19, 2015, 6:30 pm 
BJ Community Center Building 
The Candidate Forum will give you the 
opportunity to ask questions of the candidates 
running for Town Clerk/Treasurer, Supervisor, 
and Chairman in the April 7

th
 Election. 

     
 

      

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

2010 Annual Meeting Highlights   Leslie Gauberti 
Fall 2010 

 Boulder Junction 
                    Community Foundation 

 News 

BJCF Board Meeting – February 

Monday, February 16, 6:00 pm 
BJ Community Center 
Meetings of the BJCF are generally 
open to the public. Certain meetings, 
or portions of meetings, may be 
closed in order to address confidential 
information or proprietary matters.  

Meetings are usually held the third 
(3

rd
) Monday of the month. 

 
 

Our mission: to preserve and enhance Boulder Junction for present and future generations. 

 

President’s Message 
 

January is the perfect time to reflect upon the events of the past year 
and to contemplate upon what the future might hold in store for the 
Community Foundation during 2015. 
 
As a result of your tireless efforts and continued generosity, 2014 was 
truly a milestone year for the Boulder Junction Community Foundation.  
All of our fundraising efforts and activities enjoyed tremendous 
community support throughout the year.  Significantly, the Endowment 
Fund balance surpassed the amount of $100,000 during December, 
2014. Thank you for your expression of confidence in our Mission to 
preserve and enhance Boulder Junction for present and future 
generations. 
 
Looking ahead to 2015, the Board of Directors and other interested 
volunteers are actively planning the events described in greater detail 
within this newsletter. We welcome your participation in planning and 
attending these community events.  We also welcome your attendance 
and participation at our monthly meetings of the Board of Directors. The 
meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month beginning at 6:00 
P.M. at the Boulder Junction Community Center. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, please accept our sincere gratitude 
for your continued interest and involvement in your Community 
Foundation. 

 Dennis Aukstik             

Boulder Junction Community 
Foundation Inc 
P.O. Box 675 
Boulder Junction, WI  54512 
715-385-9267 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Dennis Aukstik 
 President   
 

Dave Osborn 
 Vice President 
 

Leslie Gauberti 
 Treasurer 
 

Irene Gravelle 
 Secretary 
 
Barbara Boston 
Barbara Konopacki 
Craig Mason 
Lois Smith 
Parker Sterner 
Mary Van Grinsven 
 

Committees 
Finance 
Fundraising 
Grants  
Publicity and Community Relations 

 Strategic Long-Range Planning 
 Colorama Dinner 
 
Visit the BJCF Website! 
www.boulderjunctioncf.org 
 

Email – info@boulderjunctioncf.org 
 

Facebook – Follow Us!   Search 
for “Boulder Junction Community 
Foundation” 
 

The BJCF is a tax exempt public 
charity under section 501(c)(3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code. 
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The Boulder Junction Community Foundation (BJCF) proudly announces that it has reached a milestone in 
2014.  At the December 15th Board meeting, 
Dennis Aukstik, President, congratulated the 
Board, the Foundation donors, and all its 
volunteers who helped the Foundation surpass 
$100,000.00 in the BJCF Endowment Fund.  “We 
certainly thank all of our donors for supporting the 
Foundation with their gifts so that the Foundation 
could reach this first milestone of $100,000 on its 
way to its next goal of one million dollars.  This is 
remarkable in light of the fact that the Foundation  
has just celebrated its fourth anniversary since 
being organized in October of 2010.” 
 

The first grant from the BJCF Endowment Fund 
was awarded in October to the Boulder Junction Public Library for the Library’s Reading Garden.  The 
Foundation looks forward to being able to make many more grants over the years from the Endowment Fund 
to benefit the community.  All BJCF Endowment Funds are invested through the Community Foundation of 
North Central Wisconsin, Wausau, Jean Tehan, Executive Director. 
 

The Mission of the Boulder Junction Community Foundation is to preserve and enhance Boulder Junction for 
present and future generations. 
 

Further information concerning the Boulder Junction Community Foundation and its charitable mission can be 
found on its website, www.boulderjunctioncf.org. or by contacting Dennis Aukstik, President, at (715) 385-
9267.  The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax deductible to the extent the law 
allows. 
 

Meet Irene Gravelle 
BJCF board members donate their time and personal 
expenses for many of the Foundation’s activities.  We 
thought our readers would enjoy reading about these 
incredible and committed people in the quarterly 
newsletters.     
 

Irene and her husband, Gil, have been long-time residents 
of Boulder Junction.  It was their dream to be able to live 
and work in this lovely part of Wisconsin.  Teaching in the 
Northwoods offered them that option.  After graduation from UW-
Madison and teaching two years in Merrill, WI, they returned to live 
once again in Boulder Junction.   
 

The entire family enjoys spending time in the Boulder Junction area,  
especially the two granddaughters, Madison and Rengin, who make a 
trip or two annually from New York. 
 
In retirement, Irene enjoys volunteering and values the opportunity to 
serve through her church, Trinity Lutheran, where she teaches Weekday School and serves on the North 
Wisconsin District LWML Board.  She currently also is a member of the Boulder Junction Public Library Board, 
the Boulder Junction Christmas Scholarship Board, and the Election Board. For relaxation, Irene likes to 
photograph plants and animals that pose, to try new recipes, to read and to spend time in the out-of-doors. 

Boulder Junction Community Foundation  
Reaches a Landmark Goal for its Fund 
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 Treasurer’s Report    Leslie Gauberti 
 

During 2014, thanks to donors, volunteers, and a committed Board of 
Directors, the Foundation continued to experience financial stability in meeting 
its operating budget while working on its mission to grow the BJCF Restricted 
Endowment, surpassing the $100,000 milestone in the Endowment Fund. 
 

Membership in the Foundation’s Neighbor Program grew to 51 members 
exceeding the Board’s 2014 goal of reaching 50 members.  Neighbors, thank 
you for supporting the Foundation’s operations.  Your generosity is inspiring and appreciated! 
 

For details on the Foundation’s 2014 financial activities and accomplishments stay tuned for the 2014 Annual 
Report that will be available in mid-to-late February.  In addition, the Foundation has again engaged Wipfli CPAs 
and Consultants, Rhinelander, to perform financial review services and prepare federal and state income tax forms 
for 2014.  As in the past, the resulting reports and forms will be published on the Foundation’s website upon 
completion. 
 

In addition, this year I am in search of someone with financial skills who is enthusiastic about the Foundation’s 
mission and is willing to join the Foundation Board to take over the position of Treasurer.  Please feel free to 
contact me at 715-904-0234, if you have an interest and would like information about what the Treasurer position 
involves. 

The Foundation Thanks Two Charter 
Board Directors 
At the October Board meeting of the Foundation, two directors, 
Krista Maurer and Gene Klisnick, were presented with 
certificates of appreciation for their four years of outstanding 
service to the community as directors since the Foundation 
was formed in 2010. With Foundation term limits, they 
completed their terms in November.  Many thanks to Gene and 
Krista for their hard work as tireless volunteers for the BJCF. 
As founding members, Gene and Krista were part of a team 
that had a vision for Boulder Junction. With their help and input 
as directors at its inception, we now have a credible foundation 
that is starting to be able to give back meaningfully to the community.   Hats off to Gene and Krista as founding 
members and making the vision a reality! 
 

With Gene and Krista completing their terms as board members, we have vacant director positions. We are actively 
seeking candidates to fill these positions immediately to ensure continuity during other upcoming term expirations in 
2015 and beyond. New blood, ideas, and areas of expertise are important for the health and progression of the 
Foundation and ultimately our ability to give back to the community.  The commitment of time would include 
attending a monthly board meeting, serving on any one or more of the Foundation’s standing committees, and 
some volunteer time during BJCF events.  If you have a desire to become a member of this team, please contact a 
current director (see the listing on page one of this newsletter), Board President, Dennis Aukstik, 715-385-9267, or 
contact the Foundation via email at info@boulderjunctioncf.org. 
 

…….And Welcomes New Director, 
Barbara Boston, to the Board
At its January Board meeting the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors elected Barbara Boston to the Board.  The Board is 
excited to have Barb “on board”.  Barb joins the BJCF, bringing 
her infectious enthusiasm and variety of skills and experiences, 
including having been founding president of the North Lakeland 
Education Foundation.  She also joins the Foundation having 
served on the BJCF Grants Committee as a member-at-large.  

     Welcome to the Board of Directors, Barb!  
 

  
Irene Gravelle, Barb Boston, Leslie Gauberti, &  Dennis Aukstik 
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The People’s Choice Awards 
The Community Foundation ran a new, friendly, 

contest/fundraiser this summer.  For one dollar a 

vote, participating BJ eatery patrons cast their votes 
for their favorite food items in each restaurant, plus 
their favorite server or bartender.  This first year the 
contest raised about $1,000 for the BJCF Endowment 
Fund which ultimately supports grants for creative 
community programs and projects.  Thank you, 

Boulder Junction Diners!  
 

The event results were announced at the 55th Annual 
Colorama Dinner on September 20, 2014, at Camp 
Manito-wish.  All eating establishments were 
awarded a certificate naming their top menu items.  
The top menu items can be found on the 
Foundation’s website.  The top server, Mike 

Sarafolean from Rustic Roadhouse and top 
bartender, Krystal Halvorson at the Boulder Bear 

Bar, were awarded a cash prize. Congratulations to 
the People's Choice Server and Bartender and the 
eateries! 

Jimmie Dean and Jesse, co-owners of the Boulder Beer Bar with 

People’s Choice winning Bartender Krystal Halvorson from the 
Boulder Beer Bar.  Not available for the photo is People's Choice 

winning Server Mike Sarafolean, from the Rustic Roadhaus; owner 
Teresa Umbach. 

BJCF 2015 Seasonal Raffle Teaser! 

What is 15 feet long, being constructed of cedar 
strip and epoxy fiberglass with ash & oak trim, 
soon to be seen at the BJ Lions flea markets and 
other BJ events?  Stay tuned………………… 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Accepting Donations Now for the 2015 
Town-wide Rummage Sale Memorial Day 
Weekend 

The Foundation is accepting donations of gently 
used clothing and merchandise (no electronics or 
items in poor condition) that will be offered for 
sale at the Boulder Junction Town-wide 
Rummage Sale prior to Memorial Day, 2015. The 
BJCF will gladly pick up your items. 
 

Please contact Foundation Director Craig Mason 
at Peeplelures (715-385-0100) to arrange for 
pick-up. Your support of the Foundation is 
appreciated.  Proceeds from the sale are put into 
the BJCF Endowment Fund and used to 
supplement operating expenses, if necessary.  
 

2014 Boulder Junction Christmas Walk 
In the festive spirit of the Christmas Walk, the 
Foundation provided a fire and marshmallows to 
those who enjoyed strolling Main Street during 
the town event held Friday evening after 
Thanksgiving Day.  Thank you to all our 
volunteers and to “strollers” who made donations, 
including Craig and Jane Mason of Peeplelures! 
 
 
 

 
 

  

News Shorts 
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Do You Have Time To Volunteer? 
The giving of time is as important as giving money. In some 
ways it's more gratifying to give time.  It takes “people power” 
to keep the BJCF going. DO YOU have time to contribute to 
staffing a booth, helping at one of our events, selling tickets, 
stuffing envelopes, and beyond? (In addition to hanging out 
with some really cool people!)  If helping at events such as 
the Colorama Dinner or participating on a committee interests 
you, please speak to a Director or send us an email at:      
info@boulderjunctioncf.org. 

 

 
2014 Seasonal Canoe Raffle Winners 
The Foundation would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the 2014 Seasonal Canoe Raffle 
this past year.  Proceeds from the raffle went to 
the BJCF Endowment Fund.  The winners, whose 
tickets were drawn at the Colorama Dinner in 
September, are: 
 

Grand Prize: 1947 Old Town Canoe 
(Restored by Dave Osborn)  
Chris Pfannerstill 
Menomonee Falls, WI (and Boulder Junction) 

 

Hand-carved Pileated Woodpecker  
(Carved by Wiley Miller) 

Gary Schleinz, Boulder Junction 

 
$500 Gift Certificate to Peeplelures 
Bonnie Yoker, Stevens Point, WI (Not present) 

 
Founders and Legacy Circles Update 
In the coming months the Foundation will be 
kicking off the Founders Circle and Legacy Circle 
campaigns to benefit the BJCF Endowment 
Fund.  
 
Membership in the Founders Circle is a lifetime 
opportunity to make a difference in the 
community, made possible with cumulative gifts 
of $10,000 or more, starting with donations 
received since the inception of the Foundation on 
October 10, 2010.  When a donor reaches or 
pledges a sum of $10,000, they will be listed in 
perpetuity in our annual report and on our 
website.  If they wish, donors can remain 
anonymous. The Legacy Circle celebrates donors 
who thoughtfully designate the BJCF Endowment 
Fund as a beneficiary in their estate planning for 
the betterment of the Boulder Junction 
community.   
 
In addition to local publicity, the Foundation will 
be mailing information about the programs to its 
donors, including those who already qualify for 
the Founders Circle membership based on their 
donations to date.  
 
More details will soon be available through 
Boulder Junction Community Foundation 
Directors and by going online to our website, 
www.boulderjunctioncf.org. 
 

Those who love and care about the future of 
Boulder Junction are reminded that all gifts to 
the Endowment fund are welcome, large or 
small.  Every gift demonstrates a donor’s 
conviction that together people of all ages 
and means can truly influence the future of 
Boulder Junction. 
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At the November, 2014, Board meeting, Directors unanimously re-elected Dave Osborn to a second three year term on 
the Board.  According to the Foundation’s bylaws, directors may serve a maximum of two consecutive three year terms.  
Directors also cast a unanimous ballot for the following slate of officers:  President - Dennis Aukstik, Vice-president - Dave 
Osborn, Treasurer - Leslie Gauberti, and Secretary - Irene Gravelle.    
 

Members of the Foundation’s six standing committees and their chairs were reviewed and accepted by the Board for 
2015.  Committees include Finance, Fundraising, Publicity and Community Relations, Grants, and Colorama Dinner.  
Anyone interested in participating on a Foundation committee please feel free to contact Dennis Aukstik, President, at 
715-385-9267.  It is a great way to learn about the Foundation’s mission and operations and to contribute to Boulder 
Junction. 

 
 

Boulder Junction’s Between the Holidays Winter Celebration (Sponsored by the BJ Chamber) 
 

A giant thank you goes out to our trusted 
volunteers, Gene and Carol Klisnick and Sister 
Constance, for all of their assistance at the 
Between the Holidays event at Winter Park. We 
enjoyed great participation from residents and 
visitors. The kids appreciated the roasted 
marshmallows and everyone appreciated the 
warm fire.  Thanks also to Craig Mason and 
Parker Sterner for all of their help and to Barb 
Boston and Jeff Long for providing the festive 
holiday music.  

 

Save the Date – Upcoming Events 
Spring really is just around the corner! During these short, frigid winter days, Foundation Board members are hard at work 
planning the organization’s summer and fall activities and events.  So save the following Foundation activity dates as you 
plan for fun in Boulder Junction! 
 
May 20-23 (Wed.-Sat.) 8 am Town-wide Garage Sale – Visit the BJCF’s booth of treasures in town next to Peeplelures. 

June 2-August 25 (Tuesdays) BJ Lions Flea Market – Visit the BJCF’s booth to say hello and to buy raffle tickets for a 

chance to win a hand-crafted cedar strip canoe and other prizes. 

July 1-August 5 (Wednesdays) 6:30-8:30 pm  Music on Main Street – a variety of musical entertainment presented in 

the open-air arena next to Peeplelures, sponsored by the BJ Chamber and another chance to visit the BJCF’s booth 

for raffle tickets. 

July 4 (Fri.) noon – Parade - Come to Main Street. to enjoy the parade and its participants, including the BJCF.  Also 

attend the annual BJ Volunteer Fire Department Giant Chicken Barbeque and fireworks at the airport at dusk. 

July 25 (Saturday) – 4-8 pm – Community Foundation Fundraising Event.  Plan on joining the Foundation for fun, food, 

and raffles at the BJ Community Center.  Stay tuned for more information as planning is underway at this writing.  

Proceeds go to the BJCF Endowment Fund that benefits Boulder Junction. 

August 9 (Sun) 9 am - 4 pm  – Visit the Foundation booth at Boulder Junction’s Musky Jamboree then enjoy the arts 

and crafts fair, outdoor flea market, food, entertainment, and car show.  Sponsored by the BJ Chamber. 

Sept. 19 (Sat.) 6 pm – Join us at Colorama Dinner at historic Nash Lodge located at Camp Manito-wish YMCA for a 

dinner of baked chicken and wild game stew.  (Times to be determined.)  Entertainment, door prizes, People’s Choice 

winners, and raffle for hand-crafted cedar strip canoe and other treasures. Limited seating. Dinner tickets available at 

BJ Chamber of Commerce and BJ Lions Club Flea Market beginning July 1
st
. 

Election of 2015 Board of Directors and Officers 
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In Case You Missed It! 
The 2014 Colorama Dinner was a resounding success thanks to our dinner guests, Camp Manito-wish YMCA (Anne 
Derber, Don O'Melia, Grant Herman and Staff), the NLS 8th Graders, Teachers, and Parents, Boulder Junction Chamber 
of Commerce, the Boulder Jct Lions and Lionesses, the Boulder Jct Fire and Ambulance Crew, all the generous 
businesses that donated door prizes, and all the numerous volunteers and helpers.  Also, a thank you goes out to our 

Colorama Dinner event sponsors - Coontail Market-Steve and Lisa Coon, Owners; Long & Company, Inc., 

Insurance and Financial Services-Jacqueline Long, President; Liesen & Pinzl Dental Practice; Alder Lake Cranberry 

Gift Shop-Sue Indermuehle, Owner; Aspirus Woodruff Clinic; Pierce Century 21 Realty-Jeff Long, Agent; 

Dr. Mindy Wolf, Podiatrist; Winklers Greenhouse-Theresa and Steve Winkler, Owners. 
 

Thank you, Joanne Ader, for taking a wonderful collection of photos during the event! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Door Prizes 

Special Appreciation of Service 
to Craig Mason 

BJCF Raffle Winners 

People’s Choice Awards 
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Become a ‘Neighbor of the Foundation’ or make a donation to the Boulder Junction 
Community Foundation Endowment Fund.   
 
The Neighbors Fund supports our operations and ensures the fulfillment of our mission.  Become a 
Neighbor by making a minimum donation of $25.00 per year.  As the BJCF Restricted Endowment Fund 
grows, its earnings will be used to award grants to local organizations for creative, charitable projects or 
programs in the community.  Fill out the form below and mail it with your check payable to the BJCF! 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

    I /We would like to be a NEIGHBOR of the BJCF.   Sign me/us up.  

 Annual Membership Dues:        $25          $50        $100        $ _________ 

    I would like to make a donation to the BJ Community Foundation Endowment Fund:  $_______________ 

 

    This contribution is being made in memory/honor of: _________________________________________(optional) 

If you would like us to send an acknowledgement of this memorial/honor gift, please indicate the person’s name and address:     
Name:                                   Address: 
 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________   City______________________________ Zip _____________ 

Email [for newsletter]:________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE KEEP MY DONATION ANONYMOUS 
 

    I would like to volunteer.  Please contact me at  ________________________________________ 

 

Return this portion to: 
BJCF 
PO Box 675 
Boulder Jct, WI  54512 
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